[Overcharging: keeping both feet on the ground and going a step forward].
The intrinsic value of animals and their place in human society influence veterinary practice. The role-responsibility of the veterinarian is under pressure of practical circumstances, client requests and constraints of breeding and management systems. A reflection on human needs as related to the intrinsic value and welfare of animals, is required inside and outside the profession. It is in the interest of life to think and act out of total ecological concepts. In order to be better prepared to deal with ethical problems in practice, students should receive adequate training. The assumed value-free research and the need for outside financial support are a hindrance for research projects that aim at sustainability of human and animal life. It is concluded that the profession needs a philosophy about her objectives.